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Through Rain or Through Snow
1930 Ford Model A
Many trucks deliver items to people all over the world. Some carry
goods like food, toys, machines, and clothing. Trucks like this one
delivered mail during the early-mid 1900s. Why is it green and black?
Those were the official colors of the U.S. Postal Service from 1918 until
1955! This is a unique truck. The front wheels could be swapped out for
skis so that the mail carrier could deliver the mail to snowy areas
without getting stuck.

Goods are things that can
be bought and sold.

An Adjustable Truck
1969 International
Loadstar
This special-purpose truck was made to pull mobile homes. The truck
is adjustable - it can be made longer or shorter by moving a few pins.
On the road, it was better to make the truck longer so that it was
more stable. But when it was time to move the mobile home into its
spot, it was better to make the truck short so that it was easier to
maneuver. See the mirrors on each side? They can be extended out.
That's important because mobile homes can be 14-18 feet wide. These
extended mirrors helped the driver see past the mobile home!

Bringing Power to the Nation
1926 FWD
This is a heavy-duty work truck. In the early 1900s, many rural areas still
did not have electricity. Can you imagine not having lights in your
house? At night, you would have to use candles to see. This truck was
used to drill holes to put electrical poles in the ground. These poles
brought electricity to many people in the United States for the first time.
On the back of the truck is a tool called an auger which was used to drill
the holes. By hand, it would take a day or more to dig a hole big enough
for the pole. This useful truck could drill 25-30 holes in a single day!

On the Move
1927 Fisher Jr. Express
Some trucks help people move their furniture from one place to another.
Moving trucks today are often bigger than this one but back then, people
had fewer possessions. You can see that this truck has a roof. Having an
enclosed body protected items in the truck from rough weather like rain
and snow. This truck was still being used as a moving truck by a company
in New Jersey in 1948.

Bulletproof
1939 International D-15
Trucks are used by all kinds of community helpers - firefighters,
highway workers, trash collectors, paramedics, and more! This truck
was used by police officers in Minneapolis, Minnesota during the mid1900s. The entire body of the truck is covered with a quarter-inch
armor plate to make it extra secure. Though this truck is wellprotected, it would not have been very good for a high-speed chase.
That's because it's very heavy and doesn't have much horsepower.

Horsepower describes how
powerful the engine in a vehicle is.

Old McDonald Had a Truck
1959 Diamond T Cabover
Have you ever seen a double-decker bus? This truck pulls a trailer
that has has two levels just like those buses. But instead of carrying
people, this truck carried cattle. Hauling livestock could be a
dangerous task. If the trailer wasn't full and all of the cows moved to
one side of the trailer, it would make it easier for the truck to roll over.
That's why drivers who moved livestock had to take it slow and steady
on the road.

Special Delivery
1937 Mack AC
In the 1930s and 1940s, many homes and
businesses were heated by coal. This truck was
used to deliver coal to local homes. The truck bed
has a divider from the front to the back so that a
driver could take two loads of coal out for a
delivery in one trip. There was a long chute that
could dump the coal right into the coal room of a
person's basement!

Scrub a Dub Dub
1925 International
Water Tanker
In the early 1900s, many people still rode in carriages pulled by horses
instead of trucks and cars. This truck helped clean up after the horses
by carrying water to wash the streets. It was used by the city of
Menomonie, Wisconsin until 1957. There are two levers in the cab that
the driver would pull to release the water from the tank in the back.
The water tank holds 750 gallons!

The cab is the area of the
truck where the driver sits.

Truck of All Trades
1963 Mercedes Unimog
Toward the end of World War II, there was a food shortage in
Germany. Daimler-Benz and Albert Friedrich wanted to help out. They
created a blueprint for a 'do-it-all' farm vehicle that could plant and
harvest crops and also drive them into town. The result was the
Unimog. Because of its versatile design, this truck was used for all
kinds of purposes - exploring new areas, fire-fighting, plowing snow,
and more! This particular truck was used by the German military. It
has benches that fold down for people to sit on and fold up to carry
cargo. It has small, downward shining lights that gave the driver just
enough light to see but not enough light that the truck would be seen
by enemy airplanes above.

Something that is versatile can be
used for many purposes.

Ready-Mixed
1942 Mack FJ
Sometimes trucks serve more than one purpose in their life. This truck
was originally made to be a dump truck for the U.S. military. After
World War II, a concrete company bought this truck. They took off the
dump bed and put on a cement mixer. You would mix the cement by
turning the barrel on the back one way and then you would get it out
by turning the barrel the other way.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Question 1: Why are trucks

Question 2: Trucks serve many

Question 3: How have trucks

important to the community?

purposes. Can you name three ways

changed over time?

trucks are used?

Thanks for Watching

