Iowa 80 Trucking Museum
Presents

Interstates:
Connecting the Country

What is an interstate?

An

interstate highway (or simply interstate) is
a major road in a system of roads that

connects states and major cities. Though many
interstates run through multiple states, some
only pass through one. Interstates make it
easier and faster to travel across the country.
One major benefit of interstates is that they
allow goods to be transported more efficiently.

What is an interstate?

Interstates must have lanes that are at least 12
feet wide, and there must be at least two lanes
going each way. Another feature of interstates
is that they have

shoulders, or areas on the

edge of the paved surface where vehicles can
pull off of the road. Speed limits on interstates
usually range from 50-70 miles per hour.

Why do we have interstates?

Before he was president of the United
States, Dwight D. Eisenhower was an army
general during World War II. During his time
overseas, he became impressed by the
network of high-speed roads throughout
Europe. He thought creating a similar system
of express roadways would be of great
benefit to the economic development and
defense of the United States. And so when
he became president, he pushed for
legislation to build such a system.

Why do we have interstates?

The result was the Federal-Aid Highway Act
of 1956. This act led to the creation of a
41,000-mile road system that would span
across the country. It also allowed for $26
billion to pay for the construction. Today,
there are more than 47,000 miles of
interstate highways in the United States.

How do you think interstates could benefit
the economic development and defense of
the nation?

Interchanges
All along the interstates are interchanges - places where other roads meet the
interstate. There are several types of interchanges, but two of the most common
designs are diamond and cloverleaf.

Diamond Style
Involves four linear ramps - two entering and
two exiting the highway - that create the
shape of a diamond
Simple and economical option because it
uses less land and materials
Useful when a smaller road connects to an
interstate

Cloverleaf Style
Involves four circular ramps that create the
shape of a clover
Requires no left turns and allows for a
seamless flow
First interchange design in United States - it
was created in 1928 in Woodbridge, New
Jersey
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Primary interstates have either
one or two numbers (e.g. I-5, I-24)
Auxiliary interstates - shorter
interstates that encircle major
cities and connect to primary
interstates - have

three numbers

(e.g. I-375)

Coast-to-coast and border-toborder interstates have a number
that is a multiple of five (e.g. I-10,
I-75)
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north
and south are oddInterstates that run

numbered (e.g. I-49)

east
and west are evenInterstates that run

numbered (e.g. I-66)

Interstates with the

lowest numbers are
in the south and
west
Interstates with the

highest numbers are
in the north and
east

Which interstates run north and
south (NS) and which run east and
west (EW)?

Check Your
Knowledge

1.

I-80

2.

I-75

3.

I-27

4.

I-96

5.

I-24

6.

I-5

7.

I-70

8.

I-19

9.

I-66

10.

I-49

Which interstates run north and
south (NS) and which run east and
west (EW)?

Check Your
Knowledge

1.

I-80

2.

I-75

3.

I-27

4.

I-96

5.

I-24

6.

I-5

7.

I-70

8.

I-19

9.

I-66

10.

I-49

EW
NS
NS
EW
EW
NS
EW
NS
EW
NS

Put these interstates in order from
the most west to the most east:

Check Your
Knowledge

1.

I-95

2.

I-75

3.

I-35

4.

I-5

5.

I-55

Put these interstates in order from
the most north to the most south:

1.

I-80

2.

I-20

3.

I-90

4.

I-40

5.

I-10

Put these interstates in order from
the most west to the most east:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Check Your
Knowledge

5.

I-5
I-35
I-55
I-75
I-95

Put these interstates in order from
the most north to the most south:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

I-90
I-80
I-40
I-20
I-10

I-80

Interstate 80 is the second largest interstate - it is 2,900 miles
(4,666 kilometers) long! It begins in San Francisco, California and
ends in Teaneck, New Jersey.

I-80 Runs Through
Eleven States

California

Illinois

Nevada

Indiana

Utah

Ohio

Wyoming

Pennsylvania

Nebraska

New Jersey

Iowa
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Sacramento, California

Omaha, Nebraska

Sacramento was

Lewis and Clark passed

named after the
Sacramento River,

through the area that

Reno, Nevada

which forms its
western border.

Averaging more than
300 days of sunshine

San Francisco, California

later became known as
Omaha during their 1904
expedition.

Toledo, Ohio
Toledo is often called
"The Glass City"
because its long

each year, Reno is

history of glass

among the 10 sunniest

production.

cities in the country.

San Francisco is the
westernmost point of I-80.
The city is home to the

Teaneck, New Jersey

Golden Gate Bridge, the
most photographed bridge in

Teaneck is the easternmost

the world.

point of I-80. It was chosen
by the United States Army
from more than 10,000 cities
to be America's Model
Community in 1949.

Salt Lake City, Utah

Des Moines, Iowa

Salt Lake City - the
capital and largest city
of Utah - was the site
of the 2002 Winter
Olympics.

It is believed that Des Moines has
been inhabited by humans for
more than 7,000 years based on
archaeological evidence.

I-80 is 120 miles shorter than the
longest interstate, I-90. I-90 runs
from Seattle, Washington to Boston,
Massachusetts.

I-90

I-80

Both of these interstates were
formed in 1956, the same year
President Eisenhower signed the
Federal Aid-Highway Act.

The importance of interstates

Interstates led to the creation of many suburbs.
Because people could get to and from cities by
interstate, they could live outside of the city
and still get to work with ease. In addition to
suburbs, interstates created jobs. People were
needed to build the interstate system and also
to maintain the roads throughout the years.

The importance of interstates

But perhaps the greatest benefit of interstates
is that they made travel for goods and people
faster and easier. They made cities across the
country more accessible. The development of
interstates improved America's economy as
goods were able to be transported more
efficiently. Stores could be stocked more
frequently, meaning the things people needed
and wanted became more readily available.
Without interstates, life as we know it would be
quite different.

Thanks for Watching

To learn more, visit our website at iowa80truckingmuseum.com
or download the Iowa 80 Trucking Museum app

